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Case of Tumor within the Abdomen. 
By Water Cuannine, M.D. 

I was requested to see Mr. ——, 


aged 37, on Sunday evening, the 
14th December. I found him 
complaining of pain about the 
right groin, extending towards the 
crest of the ilium, and upwards 
about a hand-breadth. The mo- 
tions of the right leg were pain- 
ful, and it was thought by me that 
he had taken cold from some un- 
usual exposure in the early part 
of the day. There was some heat 
of the skin, the tongue was cover- 
ed by a thin white coat, and the 
pulse were accelerated. He had 
dined abroad the preceding day, 
and had not felt quite well when 
he rose Sunday morning. He 
however went to church as usual. 
I prescribed a cathartic dose of 
the submuriate of mercury, aloes 
and jalap,—half of which was to 
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be taken at bed-time, and the oth- 
er half, if no free dejections took 
place, the next morning. 

15th. I found the remaining 
half of the cathartic of yesterday 
had been taken, and in the course 
of the day five copious motions 
were produced. I examined the 
seat of pain, for the pain was 
greater than the preceding day, 
the limb more stiff, and the con- 
stitutional symptoms more severe. 
The cathartic had not operated at 
the time of my visit. There was 
not merely pain and stiffness of 
the limb, but it was necessary 
that the patient should raise the 
leg by the hand or hands in order 
to move it, and it was most diffi- 
cult to cross this limb over the 
other. On examination, a slight 
fulness was noticeable at the spot 
to which the pain and soreness was 
referred. Itwasa diffused fulness, 
extending from about midway and 
above the crest of the ilium, for- 
wards. It was not red, and the 
temperature was not greatly in- 
creased, but it was very tender, 
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scarcely allowing the touch, and 
making it impossible to ascertain 
its precise nature. In addition to 
what had been done, a solution of 
tartarized antimony was directed, 
and a pill composed of the sub- 
muriate of. mercury, opium and 
antimony, ordered at bed-time. 
16th. Much general relief 
from the operation of the cathar- 
tic was reported at my morning 
visit. The pulse were less fre- 
quent, the temperature better, 
and the lameness somewhat dimi- 
nished. The soreness and ten- 
derness at the lower and right side 
of the abdomen, however, still 
continued, though pressure was 
sufficiently well borne to enable 
me to ascertain that a considera- 
ble hardness existed in the pained 
spot. I prescribed the following : 


R. Pulv. Rad. colchici 3ss. 
Potas. et Sod, Tart. 3 ijss. 
M. divid. in chart. No, vj. 


One now, and repeat every six 
hours. ‘The stomach ia this pa- 
tient is naturally irritable, easily 
affected by small doses of nause- 
ating medicine, which determined 
me to employ a moderate quantity 
of the colchicum. The submu- 
riate pill to be continued at bed- 
time. In the evening, no motions 
having taken place from the bow- 
els, and some ineffectual griping 
being preseut, an enema was giv- 
en, Which promptly produced co- 
pious alvine discharges. I per- 
ceived slight mercurial foetor in 
the breath at this visit, and the 
ordinary unpleasant taste which 
accompanies mercurtal action be- 
ing complained of, I directed the 
night pill to be omitted. 

17th. The principal changes 
noticed to-day, were, decided 
amendmeut in the motions of the 
limb ; the leg could be crossed 
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without much inconvenience or suf: 
fering; the patient cou!d walk, and 
did, in my presence, support the 
weight of the body on the affected 
limb; the tenderness and hardness 
in the original seat of these symp- 
toms were somewhat diminished, 
but not sufficiently so to support 
much pressure. Leeches were 
directed to this part, the bleeding 
to be encouraged by warm fomen- 
tations, and a blister was ordered 
there at bed-time, unless decided 
relief followed the leeching. A 
solution of the sulphate of magne- 
sia was directed in divided doses 
to secure a discharge from the 
bowels. In the evening, as no 
discharge had taken place, and 
much griping was complained of, 
an enema was given, which ope- 
rated well, and produced imme- 
diate relief. As some relief had 
also followed the local bleeding, 
at the request of the patient the 
blister was not put on. 

18th. Report altogether more 
favorable. Former measures 
were to be resorted to if any ag- 
gravation of symptoms occurred. 
Pulse 84, and some appetite. 
Appetite had been almost wanting 
from the beginning, and the patient 
had been strictly confined to the 
lightest farinaceous diet. From 
choice he had lived principally 
on tea. ; 

19th. Not as well. Pulse 
accelerated ; more heat ; motion 
of limb perfectly easy, and much 
diminution of local soreness ; the 
extent of the tenderness was also 
less. I directed the infusion of 
rhubarb, as there had been no de- 
jection, and at bedtime, as the 
mercurial action had subsided al- 
most entirely, the former pill. 
In the evening an enema was giv- 
en, as there had been no motion, 
and some griping had, and was 
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still annoying the patient. It did 
well, and removed the griping. 
20th. The night has been rest- 
less. There was more heat, and 
thirst, ascribed by the patient to 
the calomel; the pulse were more 
frequent ; the tongue more coat- 
ed ; the limb was perfectly easy, 
and the soreness of the abdomen, 
at the spot above described, was 
almost gone. Pressure produced 
slight pain. 
and hardness the patient said had 
gone entirely, but there were one 
or two spots in which pain could 
still be produced by pressure. It 
should have been mentioned be- 
fore, that chills, or anything like 
these, over the body, had at no 
time been felt, but the patient 
again and again said he now and 
then felt something like a crawl- 
ing, an attempt at something like 
a chill down the affected leg, and 
once he remembered to have felt 
a very slight pain on the outside 
of the hip-joint, and that the night 
before, (last night,) he had fora 
short time suffered a pain almost 
severe in the course of the cord 
of the right testicle. I requested 
him to lie on the sofa, and remark- 
ed that if the state of the part 
permitted, I would make a fuller 
examination of the spot than I had 
hitherto been allowed to do. I 
found the general hardness and 
tenderness of the surface less than 
at any previous examination, and 
discovered, immediately beneath 
the place where these had exist- 
ed in the greatest degree, a firm 
and large tumor. I could readily 
carry my fingers above its supe- 
rior rounded edge, and by press- 
ing the parietes there, inward, I 
could make out very distinctly the 
boundaries of the tumor -there. 
Tn its fullest part, it was situated 
about the anterior and superior 


The diffused fulness: 
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spine of the ilium, extending about 
three inches above it, and running 
in the direction of, and near to, at 
its anterior boundary, Poupart’s 
ligament ; being lost in its course 
towards the spine. It was obvi- 
ously rounded from above and be- 
low, and was felt to taper off, if 
not to become flattened, towards 
both of its extremities. It was 
not very sensible ; on the contra- 
ry, there was but very little com- 
plaint from such a degree of pres- 
sure as was necessary to make 
out some of its boundaries. 

The discovery which the exa- 
mination had led to, left little 
doubt of the great object to be 
had in view in the further treat- 
ment of the case, or of the means 
by which that object might most 
surely be accomplished. The 
termination by resolution of the 
inflammation on which the exist- 
ence of the tumor depended, was 
this object ; and the means were 
local bloodletting, blistering, and 
such an exhibition of calomel as 
would sustain a mercurial action 
in the system. On stating these 
views to the patient, I at the 
same time suggested a consulta- 
tion, and Dr. Jackson saw him . 
with me the same evening. 

The further examination made 
by Dr. J. confirmed my own views 
of the case. It was agreed that 
the calomel pill should be conti- 
nued at bedtime; a cathartic ear- 
ly next morning, and after its ope- 
ration that leeches should be ap- 
plied as before over the seat of 
the tumor ; a blister to the same 
in the latter part of the day. 

Qist. I visited at noon. The 
cathartic had-operated early, once 
only, but copiously. The leeches 
had been applied, and had fallen 
off. I learnt that there had been 


some good sleep in the night, but 
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found much heat of the surface, 
increased thirst, and the pulse 
120. The abdomen was quite 
soft, and allowed me more easily 
than at any other time to make 
out the size and extent of the tu- 
mor. These did not differ from 
the former statement. At the 
afternoon visit, the blister was ap- 
plied. The pulse were less fre- 
quent, and the skin cooler ; the 
patient could lie on his left side 
with more ease than before; there 
was less of the feeling of weight 
or dragging from the right, and no 
distinct soreness was complained 
of in this position. 

22d. Nighttolerable. Pulse 
96, softer; skin and mouth better; 
more moist ; some swelling of the 
gums, especially about farthest 
teeth ; no soreness or tenderness 
of the teeth. Blister has drawn 
well, and was dressed at seven. 
No motion from the bowels, and 
no complaint about the tumor. 
Directed to keep very quiet in 
the horizontal position, and to 
adhere to his diet of tea and 
gruel. 

23d. Report favorable. No 
dejection ; tumor diminished, and 
bears pressure with very little 
inconvenience. If no discharge 
from the bowels, repeat the infu- 
sion of senna and rochelle salts 
tomuzrow morning. Continue 
night pill. 

The above course was continu- 
ed, with rapid diminution of the 
tumor, tothe 29th. Avery care- 
ful examination could discover no 
disease in the original situation of 
the swelling. The integuments 
were thicker than elsewhere, and 
still somewhat hard.. There was 
more fulness here than in the op- 
posite iliac region, but this was 
obviously owing to the state of the 
integuments just described. 
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the patient is well. 
Remarks. 


I believe cases like the pre- 
ceding are not very rare; still I 
do not remember meeting with 
one of precisely the same descrip- 
tion. Dr. J. remarked, that last 
summer he was called to a case 
in which the patient had been se- 
verely ill with febrile symptoms 
for a few days, accompanied with 
pain in the abdomen. He was 
suddenly seized with a very se- 
vere chill, and this occurrence 
led to Dr. J.’s first visit. Exa- 
mination of the abdomen discover- 
ed a large and firm tumor in and 
about the right iliac region, the 
precise situation of the tumor in 
the above case; and it was appre- 
hended that, from the severe ri- 
gor, suppuration was established, 
or would be if not timely prevent- 
ed. Leeches in great number, 
with active internal remedies, 
were at once employed, and the 
disease yielded in a shorter time 
even than in the case just detail- 
ed. I have distinctly in my mind 
a case of fever which terminated 
fatally, and which I examined af- 
ter death, in which was discover- 
ed a large collection of pus in the 
cavity of the pelvis and one of the 
iliac regions. This case was re- 
markable for wanting the local 
symptoms which accompany such 
a degree of peritoneal inflamma- 
tion as would produce so exten- 
sive a collection of pus. JTregret 
that in the minuter examinations 
which were made of other parts 
of the body, the source of the pus 
in this case was not more careful- 
ly sought for. It is equally well 


remembered that in the very next 
case of fever which fell under my 
care that season, and this soon 
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happened, pressure on the lower 
part of the abdomen, and to one 
side, too, did produce pain. Very 
active treatment by full leeching, 
and vesication of the part, with 
an active alterative internal treat- 
ment, was rapidly followed by di- 
minution of the febrile symptoms 
and rapid recovery. 

What now, it may be asked, 
was the disease in the case re- 
ported? At first it resembled 
rheumatism. The right thigh, 
near the trunk, was painful; a 
little pain, at least, was complain- 
ed of about that hip. The patient 
could not stand on, or move that 
limb without almost excruciating 
pain. He could not raise it with- 
out great care, and to do this he 
was obliged to pass his hands un- 
der the thigh, or grasp his clothes 
firmly, and by this means raise it. 
Great embarrassment and great 
suffering were experienced in any 
attempt to cross this leg over the 
other. Both of these facts might 
lead to a suspicion that the inter- 
nal iliac muscle, in a portion of its 
origin, or the sartorius, or both, 
were the seats of the disease. 
But from the description they 
were not its limits. There was 
fulness, hardness, and acute ten- 
derness of the abdominal parietes, 
extending -from a full half of 
the crista ilii, to more than a 
hand’s breadth, upwards. The 
first, or an early effect of the 
treatment, was relief of the leg, 
its motions all becoming perfect 
and easy, while much tenderness 
remained above the ilium ; and at 
length when sufficient pressure 
was tolerated, a large tumor was 
discovered in this region, obvious- 
ly contained within the cavity of 
the abdomen. 

A more probable opinion is, that 
the seat of the disease was one or 
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more of the iliac glands. The 
tumor had the situation of these 
glands, and it was thought to con- 
sist of more than one of them. 
Its resolution was very important, 
and rapidly took place under the 
treatment. Cruikshank has al- 
luded to the probable effects of 
pppacetioe of these glands, with 
effusion of the pus into the cavity 
of the abdomen ; viz., inflamma- 
tion of the peritoneum and death. 
It is a curious fact in the history 
of these glands, that they never 
form venereal buboes, and one of 
the effects of specific inflamma- 
tion, suppuration, is never pro- 
duced.* The above case teach- 
es the importance of very careful 
examination by pressure of the 
abdomen in acute diseases, both 
those which are not characterized 
by marked uneasiness in the abdo- 
men, and those in which pain there 
does exist. The right iliac region 
should be especially examined, 
for it is believed that peritonitis 
more frequently attacks this than 
any other region of the abdomen. 
Boston, January, 1829. 


II. 
Fatal Case of Puerperal Peritonitis. 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 


By A. L. Pierson, M.D. 


Pathological Phenomena, exa- 
mination two hours after death.— 
Abdomen tumid, external appear- 
ance otherwise natural, except 
purple appearance of back and 
nates from gravitation of blood. 
On opening cavity of peritoneum 
a quantity of limpid, straw-color- 
ed fluid escaped. About a pint 


* Vide Cruikshank on the Absorbents, 
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of the same fluid, mixed with 
whitish threads of lymph, and 
having a little purulent sediment, 
was found in the cavity. _Intes- 
tines much distended with flatus. 
Peritone.m both of parietes and 
intestiues presented a mottled ap- 

earance, from turgid state of 

loodvessels, apparently contain- 
ing venous blood. ‘The omentum 
was thickened and contracted. 
Patches of lymph were observed 
especially on the surface of vis- 
cera lying in the pelvis; a large 
patch was found on the posterior 
part of uterus. Mucous coat of 
the bowels and the bladder exhi- 
bited no appearance of disease.* 
Liver natural, except paler than 
usual. Stomach contained a por- 
tion of yellowish fluid, and had on 
its mucous surface a large num- 
ber of small purple spots, princi- 
pally about the great curvature ; 
the largest collection of these was 
about the size of a dollar. The 
uterus was about the size of a 
common cocoa nut, its walls mo- 
derately firm, and exhibiting, as 
to its size and feeling, the ap- 
pearance which might be expect- 
ed on the sixth day from parturi- 
tion. Its internal surface was 
lined with a gluey exudation, ea- 
sily wiped off. The attachment 
of the placenta was at the fun- 
dus, and there was a slight purple 
appearance at this part. There 
were several purple spots at the 
os tince, larger but similar to 
those in the stomach. The right 
ovarium was about the size of an 
almond, and darker colored than 
natural. The fimbria of this 
side was of a deep purple. There 


* This is an observation commonly 
made by those who have extensive oppor- 
tunities of inspecting the bodies of those 
who have died of peritonitis.—Gardien 
Trailé d’Accouchemens, Tom. 2, p. 368. 


was no putrefactive smell or ap. 
pearance in any part examined. 
The subject of the foregoing 
was a woman of fine constitution, 
aged 31 years. She was brought 
to bed of her fourth child on the 
morning of January 2d. The la- 
bor was easy, natural, and no un- 
toward circumstance occurred. 
Having been troubled with after- 
pains at the birth of her last child, 
she was ordered an opiate to be 
repeated if necessary. Two 
doses of twenty drops tincture of 
opium produced comparative 
ease. here was no unusual 
pain, soreness or distention of the 
abdomen. In the afternoon of 
the second day she had a slight 
rigor, which was dispelled by 
some warm gin and water, and 
the secretion of milk in usual 
quantity immediately followed. 
These were the customary symp- 
toms of previous confinement. On 
the third day she took half an 
ounce of Epsom salt, which pro- 
duced satisfactory movements of 
the bowels. On the morning of 
the fourth day she complained of 
slight oppression at the stomach 
and depression of spirits ; she was 
relieved by a little peppermint, 
and in the afternoon sat up for a 
short time, and told the nurse she 
never felt better in her life. On 
the morning of the fifth day she 
awoke with considerable oppres- 
sion and slight nausea, for which 
the nurse administered half an 
ounce of wine of antimony, which 
was followed by free vomiting of 
a profusion of green and yellow 
bile, and with great relief. At 
noon of this day I found her with 
a pulse of 80, soft and moderately 
full, a clean tongue; she com- 
plained of heat and burning of the 
throat, and was somewhat ex- 
hausted by the emetic, which had 
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not entirely ceased operating. 
She took a draught of infusion of 
chamomile, after which the vo- 
miting ceased till it was renewed 
on taking a diaphoretic medicine 
at night} and it continued at in- 
tervals till her death. At ten 
o’clock at night the pulse was 
144, soft and feeble, the respira- 
tion hurried, the voice feeble and 
indistinct, and the sensorium af- 
fected with a peculiar kind of 
talkative delirium, resembling 
the phenomena of ebriety. The 
abdomen was now slightly tumid 
and tender, but there was no 
complaint of pain.. These symp- 
toms continued till ten o’clock of 
next day, the sixth from her con- 
finement, when she expired, ex- 
hausted, and with very little ap- 
parent distress. The secretion 
of milk and flow of lochia were 
natural in quality and quantity on 
the fifth day. The tongue con- 
tinued clean and moist to the last. 
The patient had a careful nurse, 
who had been her attendant in all 
her previous confinements, was 
surrounded with the comforts and 
conveniences of life, was of a 
cheerful disposition, and had com- 
mitted no error in diet or man- 
agement. The second and third 
nights and days after her confine- 
ment were the coldest we have 
had for two years. It has been 


_observed* that more cases occur 


in winter than in summer, and 
hence the influence of cold is 
reckoned among the exciting 
causes of the disease. But in 
this case the patient was every 
way well protected, and the 
usual phenomenon of the effect of 
cold, diminished secretion, did 
not occur. 
Salem, Jan. 8, 1829. 


* Gardien, 2, 366. 
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In former numbers of this journal 
mention has been made of the great 
public interest which has been re- 
cently taken in England in the sub- 
ject of practical anatomy, and some 
interesting extracts have been print- 
ed from papers relating to this im- 
portant subject. It has at length 
been formally brought before Parlia- 
ment, and a committee of wise and 
impartial men, men in no way con- 
nected with the medical profession, 
has been selected, with ample 
powers to make full inquiry into this 
whole subject, and to report what 
the public and professional exigences 
require. Such a Report has been 
made, and published, and we take 
an early opportunity to present it to 
our readers, It is a masterly report. 
It gives a very interesting and full 
history of the progress of practical 
anatomy in England, the earliest 
parliamentary protection and en- 
couragement it received, and whatis ~ 
its present state. It places in strong 
but true light the inconsistency, nay, 
the legal absurdity, of requiring by 
law a knowledge of anatomy, and 
severely punishing ignorance, as it 
may be displayed in actual practice, 
while it is made penal to resort to 
the only sure means of acquiring this 
practical, this particular knowledge, 
We do not mean however to offer an 
analysis of this admirable paper. 
Werecommend it heartily and strong- 
ly to our readers,—and not only to 
them, but to the whole public. It 
contains no obscure theories, no 
professional, technical, dogmas, but 
plain honest truth, addressed to the 
common sense of every man, and 
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demanding from every one an un- 
prejudiced, honest examination, Let 
our readers be instrumental in mak- 
ing public this most valuable State 
Paper, for such it truly is,—and they 
will surely advance the means of 
usefulness of all their brethren, and 
do much to convince the whole com- 
munity, that, if they would secure 
to themselves the whole blessing of 
that calling which aims to relieve 
from pain and to save from death, 
they must in the most liberal manner 
secure to its practitioners the surest 
means, the amplest opportunities, for 
acquiring all that belongs to it.— Ep. 


Report of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed by the House of Commons 
to inquire into the Manner of . ob- 
taining Subjects for Dissection in 
the Schools of Anatomy, and into 
the State of the Law affecting the 

- Persons employed in obtaining or 
dissecting Bodies. 

Tue peculiar nature of the sub- 

ject which the Committee were 

appointed to investigate, has in- 
duced them to inquire principally 
into the practice of the anatomi- 
cal schools of London, where, by 
personal communication with the 
most eminent surgeons, and with 
the students and principal teach- 
ers of anatomy, it could be fully 
ascertained that no detriment to 
their interests was to be appre- 
hended from the publicity to arise 
out of the present inquiry. With 
regard to the practice of the pro- 
vincial schools, to avoid the ex- 
pense of summoning witnesses 
from a distance, they have been 
satisfied with written communica- 
tions from resident professors or 
practitioners of eminence, which 
will be found in the Appendix. 
The Committee have inquired 
into the nature of the difficulties 


which the anatomists have here 
to contend with, whether arising 
out of the state of the law or an 
adverse feeling on the part of the 
people ; and into the evil conse- 
quences thence ensuing, as well 
to the sciences of medicine and 
surgery as to all whostudy, teach, 
and practise them, and eventually 
to the members of the whole com- 
munity. They have called wit- 
nesses to show in what manner 
the wants of the anatomist are 
provided for in several foreign 
schools, and to state their opinion 
whether similar methods could be 
applied with advantage in this 
country, and if applied would be 
adequate to remove the present 
difficulties. 

The first origin of these diffi- 
culties is obviously to be traced 
to that natural feeling which leads 
men to treat with reverence the 
remains of the dead; and the 
same feeling has prompted them, 
in almost all times and countries, 
to regard with repugnance and 
to persecute anatomy. 

As the importance of the sci- 
ence to the well-being of mankind 
was discovered, the governments 
of different states became its 
protectors, and in this country 
paruceiects by the statute of 

enry VIII., protection to a cer- 
tain extent was given and intended 
to be given to it; but that pro- 
tection, which at first perhaps 
was fully adequate, owing to the 
rapid progress of the science has 
long since become wholly insuffi- 
cient. 

How limited were the wants of 
the science in the former part of 
the last century may be learned 
from the lectures of Dr. William 
Hunter, who describes the pro- 
fessors of the most celebrated 
schools, both at home and abroad, 
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as employing in each course of 
lectures not more than one, or at 
most two subjects, and as exhi- 
biting the petennes of the 
operations of surgery, not on hu- 
man bodies, but on those of. ani- 
mals. He represents the stu- 
dents in medicine and surgery as 
never exercising themselves in 
the practice of dissection, be- 
cause for such practice they had 
no opportunities. 

For such a system of instruc- 
tion the provisions of the statute 
of Henry VIII. might well be 
adequate, and these provisions, 
indeed, may now be considered 
of importance only as a distinct 
admission of the principle, that 
the government of this country 
ought to protect anatomy. The 
reformation of this antiquated and 
imperfect system took place in 
this country in the year 1746, 
when Dr. William Hunter, hav- 
ing a singular enthusiasm for the 
science, established complete 
courses of anatomical lectures, 
and opened a regular school for 
dissection. The reform thus in- 
troduced was complete, and its 
author exulted before his death in 
having raised and diffused such a 
spirit for dissection, that he should 
leave behind him many better 
anatomists than himself. 

Under his immediate pupils and 
their successors, this school has 
gone on increasing. The earliest 
account that the Committee have 
met with of the number of anato- 
mical students resorting to Lon- 
don, is that given by Mr. Aberne- 
thy, who states that shortly after 
the breaking out of the war with 
France they amounted to 200. 
One of the witnesses, Dr. Ma- 
cartney, computes their number 
in the year 1798 at 300 ; and Mr. 
Brookes, a teacher of anatomy, 
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in a calculation submitted to Sir 
Astley Cooper in the year 1823, 
then reckoned their number to be 
1000. It appears from the re- 
turns now furnished by the teach- 
ers of the different schools in Lon- 
don, that their number at present 
is somewhat above 800; the di- 
minution in the number since the 
year 1823 being the consequence, 
probably, of the pupils resorting. 
to foreign schools, the advantages 
of which were less known at the 
former period than they are at 
present. 
When it is considered what .a 
demand there is for practitioners, 
as well to meet the wants of an 
increased population at home as 
of an extended empire of colonies 
and dependencies abroad, this ra- 
pid increase of students will not 
appear surprising ; and if it is 
considered also that not only is 
that demand an increasing one, 
but that every practitioner, how- 
ever humble, from that laudable 
desire for intellectual improve- 
ment which characterizes the 
present age, endeavors, if he can 
afford it, to obtain a good educa- 
tion, and must regard himself as. 
ill educated if he has not gone 
through a course of dissection, the 
eventual increase of dissecting 
students can hardly be calculated, 
should their wants be supplied 
abundantly and at a cheap rate. 
Although the students now at- 
tending the schools of anatomy in 
London exceed 800, not more 
than 500 of this number actually 
dissect. The duration of their 
studies in London is usually six- 
teen months, and during that time 
the number of subjects with which 
every student in surgery ought to 
be supplied, appears from the 
evidence (although there is some 
difference on this point) to be no 
\ 
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less than three; two being requir- 
ed for learning the structure of 
the parts of the body, and one the 
mode of operating. The total 
number of subjects actually dis- 
sected in the schools of London in 
one year is stated to be not great- 
er than from 450 to 500, which is 
after the rate of less than one 
subject for each dissecting stu- 
dent ; a proportion wholly insu ffi- 
cient for the purposes of complete 
education. 

Dissection on an extended scale 
began in this country before there 
existed any such general feeling 
- in its favor, founded on an opinion 
of its utility, that the British go- 
vernment, after the example of 
some foreign governments, would 
venture openly to patronize it. 
Accordingly, when in 1763 Dr. 
Hunter proposed to build an ana- 
tomical theatre, and to endow it 
with his museum and a salary for 
a professor, provided the govern- 
ment would grant him a site of 
ground for the institution, and his 
late Majesty would extend to it 
«his countenance and protection, 
he met with a silent refusal. It 
was therefore only by stealth and 
by means not recognized by the 
law, that the teacher was enabled 
‘to procure subjects. These 
means, it is notorious, from the 
time of Dr. Hunter down to the 
present time, have been princi- 
cipally disinterment ; though of 
late other illegal modes and con- 
trivances, such as stealing before 
burial, personation of relatives for 
the purpose of claiming bodies, 
&c. have occasionally been had 
recourse to. For some time af- 
ter the first establishment of dis- 
secting schools, while the number 
of teachers and students was 
small, and the demand for sub- 
jects very limited, the means 
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which were resorted to for ob- 
taining a supply were adequate 
to the wants of the students, and 
bodies were obtained in abundance 
and cheaply. The exhumators at 
that time were few, and circum- 
spect in their proceedings; detec- 
tion was rare, the offence was 
little noticed by the public, and 
was scarcely regarded as penal ; 
so that (according to one of the 
witnesses) long after the decision 
of the judges in 1788, that disin- 
terment was a misdemeanor, pro- 
secutions for this offence were not 
common, and offenders taken in 
the fact were usually liberated. 
If this state of things had continu- 
ed, though the illegality of the 
practices had recourse to must 
be conceded, yet they could 
scarcely be said to occasion evils 
of such magnitude as to require a 
legislative remedy. But the num- 
ber of students and teachers hav- 
ing greatly increased, and with 
them the demand for subjects and 
the number of exhumators, de- 
tections became frequent, the 
practice of exhumation notorious, 
and public odium and vigilance 
were directed strongly against the 
offenders. It may be collected 
from the debates in Parliament 
which took place in the year 1796, 
during the progress of a bill for 
subjecting to dissection the bodies 
of felons executed for burglary 
and robbery, that even at that 
time the public regarded disinter- 
ment with strong feelings of jea- 
lousy. 

In proportion as the public be- 
came vigilant, the laws relating 
to sepulture were interpreted and 
executed with increasing rigor ; 
and as the price of subjects rose 
with the difficulty of obtaining 
them, the premium for breaking 
the laws increased with the pe- 
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nalty. The exhumators increas- 
ed in number, and being now treat- 
ed as criminals, became of a more 
desperate and degraded charac- 
ter. 

The parties of daring men who 
now took to raising bodies, did it 
happen (as was frequently the 
case) that, while in pursuit of the 
same spoil, they fell in one with 
another, actuated by vindictive 
feeling, and regardless of the cau- 
tion and secresy on which the suc- 
cessful continuance of their ha- 
zardous occupation must depend, 
had contests in the places of se- 
pulture, left the graves open to 
public gaze, or gave information 
to magistrates, or the relatives of 
the disinterred, against their ri- 
vals. Frequently, with a view 
to raise the price of subjects, to 
extort money, or to destroy rival- 
ry, they have proceeded to acts 
of outrageous violence, tending to 
excite the populace against the 
teachers of anatomy. These, 
and similar acts of violence or im- 
prudence, have been constantly 
bringing exhumation to light, and 
have exasperated the public 
against both the exhumator and 
the anatomist ; and this to such a 
degree, that of late, in many 
cases, individuals, out of solici- 
tude to guard the dead, have taken 
upon themselves to dispense with 
the laws of their country, and have 
fired upon parties attempting dis- 
interment. Other circumstances, 
but of minor importance, have 
been assigned by some of the wit- 
nesses as augmenting the difficulty 
of obtaining subjects in London, or 
increasing the demand for them ; 
but as regards them, the Commit- 
tee beg leave to refer to the evi- 
dence itself. The general result 
has been, with some difference, 
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according to differences of place 
and season, (sometimes owing to 
the caprice and mercenary mo- 
tives of the agents employed, at 
other times owing to the real dif- 
ficulty of obtaining a supply,) that 
of late subjects have been to be 
procured either not at all, or in 
very insufficient quantity, and at 
prices most oppressive to the 
teacher and student. 

The price of a subject about 
thirty years ago was from one to 
two guineas; the teacher now 
pays from eight to ten guineas ; 
and the price has risen even to 
sixteen guineas. The teachers 
deliver subjects to their dissecting 
pupils at a lower price than that 
at which they purchase them, 
having been compelled to resort 
to this expedient lest dissection in 
London should be’ abandoned alto- 
gether. The loss which they sus- 
tain is made good out of the fees 
which they receive for attendance 
on their lectures in the anatomical 
theatre. The cost of providing 
subjects is also enhanced to the 
teacher by his being required-oc- 
casionally to defend the exhumat- 
or against legal prosecution, and 
to maintain him against want, if 
sentenced to imprisonment, and 
his family, in case he has one, un- 
til the period of his punishment 
expires. 

Nor is it only of a precarious, 
insufficient, and expensive mode 
of obtaining subjects that the cul- 
tivators of anatomy complain—it 
is by the law, not as regards the 
exhumators, but as it affects them- 
selves, that they are aggrieved. 

The first reported case of a 
trial for disinterment is that of 
Rex v. Lynn, in the year 1788, 
when the Court of King’s Bench, 
on a motion for an arrest of judg- 
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ment, decided it to be a misde- 
meanor to carry away a dead body 
from a churchyard, although for 
the purpose of dissection, as being 
an offence contra bonos mores and 
common decency. In this state, 
the law on the subject of disinter- 
ment, as interpreted by the Court 
of King’s Bench, appears to have 
remained until the present year ; 
when Davies and another were 
tried and convicted at the assizes 
at Lancaster, and subsequently 
received the sentence of the 
Court sitting at Westminster, for 
having taken into their possession, 
with intent to dissect, a dead body, 
at the time knowing the same to 
have been unlawfully disinterred. 


_Arespectable teacher of anato- 


my, residing at Liverpool, had 
been tried and found guilty on a 
similar indictment at the quarter 
sessions at Kirkdale, in the month 
of February in the same year. 
With these exceptions, magis- 
trates appear hitherto to have 
taken no cognizance of receiving 
into possession a dead body, unless 
there were strict evidence that 
the receiver was a party to the 
disinterment; and on this practical 
view of the state of the law, pro- 
fessional men also appear hitherto 
to have acted. At present, how- 
ever, a most intelligent magis- 
trate, one of the witnesses, con- 
siders that very slight evidence 
would connect the receiver with 
the disinterment ; and that the 
purchase from the exhumator 
would suffice to send the case to 
a jury, the knowledge of the fact 
of disinterment being to be col- 
lected from the circumstances, if 
strong enough to justify the infe- 
rence. It is stated that there is 
scarcely a student or teacher of 
anatomy in England, who, under the 
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law, if truly thus interpreted, 
is not indictable for a misdemea- 
nor. 

According to the opinion of the 
last-cited witness, to be a party 
to the non-interment as well as to 
the disinterment of a dead body, 
would render a person indictable 
for a misdemeanor. Two cases 
are cited in support of this opi- 
nion. Inthe one, Rex v. Young, 
a non-reported case, but referred 
to by the court in the case of Rex 
v. Lynn, the master of a work- 
house, a surgeon, and another 
person, were indicted for and 
convicted of a conspiracy to pre- 
vent the burial of a person who 
had died in the workhouse. In 
the other, Rex v. Cundick, which 
occurred at the Surrey spring as- 
sizes in the year 1822, the de- 
fendant was found guilty on an 
indictment for a misdemeanor, 
charging him with not having bu- 
ried the body of an executed felon 
entrusted to him by the gaoler of 
the county for that purpose ; but 
with having sold the body for lucre 
and gain, and for the purpose of 
being dissected ; and on this trial 
it was not considered necessary 
to prove that the body had been 
sold for lucre or for the purpose 
of dissection. The witness infers, 
from the analogy of all these 
cases, that to treat a dead body 
as liable to anything but funeral 
rites, is an offence contra bonos 
mores, and therefore a misde- 
meanor. 

This state of the law is injuri- 
ous to students, teachers, and 
practitioners, inevery department 
of medical and survical science, 
and appears to the Committee to 
be highly prejudicial to the public 
interests also. 


(To be continued.) 
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IV. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Amputation of Cancerous Penis 
discovered to be unnecessary, by 
an exploratory Practice of M. 
LisFRANC. 


Tue fact previously stated of the 
frequently circumscribed nature 
of cancerous affections enabled 
M. Lisfranc to preserve a patient 
from the very inconvenient pro- 
cess of amputating the penis, 
which had been deemed advisa- 
ble. In this case, when brought 
into the theatre for amputation, 
by making a longitudinal incision 
through the whole of the diseased 
mass, until he arrived at the sound 
parts, he discovered that it was 

ounded inferiorly by the corpus 
cavernosum penis ; so that its re- 
moval by a careful dissection was 
easily effected. 


Cancer of the Tongue removed by 
Incision and Ligature. 


In a case of cancer occupying 
the whole length of the tongue, 
a longitudinal incision was made 
on the right side of the diseased 
portion through its whole length, 
whereby the tongue was split into 
two parts, and a ligature being 
applied beyond the base of the 
disease, it sloughed away in a 
few days. 


Nymphomania. 


At a meeting of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Medicine, on the Ist of 
September, M. Lisfranc referred 
to a case of nymphomania cured 
by cauterization, and took occa- 
sion to remark that it was incor- 
rect to consider all cases of nym- 
phomania and hysteria as of a 
nervous nature. These affections 


are often dependent on the inflam- 
matory condition of the neck of 
the uterus, or on a turgescent 
state or hypertrophy of the body 
of that viscus. He related the 
case of a young lady who was af- 
fected with nymphomania, evi- 
dently the result of an inflainma- 
tory attack, and which was cured 
by antiphlogistic treatment, such 
as local bleedings, warm hip-baths, 
and emollient injections: these 


were retained in the vagina by 


means of a plug of charpie, and 
were renewed frequently. M. 
Lisfranc related about ten cases 
of these affections cured by the 
same means: nevertheless, he 
thinks that, when the inflammato- 
ry symptoms have been removed 
by proper means, cauterization 
may be beneficial.— La Clinique. 


Ligature of the External Iliac 
Artery. 
By M. Ricueranp. 


A man was brought to the Hos- 
pital St. Louis, with aneurism of 
the upper and anterior part of the 
left thigh, extending into the groin. 
It arose without any known cause. 
Its pulsations were so powerful 
that fears were entertained of the 
rupture of the sac. The limb 
was tumefied, painful, and numb ; 
his knee was bent, and the leg 
was incapable of being brought 
into a straight position. 


The tumor was covered with 
ice for five days, and the patient 
bled. On the sixth, an incision, 
four inches in length, was made in 
the abdominal parietes, commenc- 
ing about an inch and a half above 
the level of the anterior superior 
spinous process of the ilium, and 
terminating in the middle of the 
groin, so as to avoid the epigastric 
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artery and spermatic cord. <A 
small opening was now made in 
the peritoneum, just sufficient to 
admit the forefinger, by means of 
which the iliac vessels were se- 
parated. flat blunt-pointed 
probe, pierced at the extremity, 
was used for the purpose of draw- 
ing out the artery ; anda ligature, 
composed of two threads only, 
was passed round it, which the 
operator tied, after having pre- 
viously ascertained that compres- 
sion suspended the pulsation of 
the tumor. The pain in the limb 
instantly ceased. No constitu- 
tional disturbance followed the 
operation ; not the slightest dimi- 
nution of heat or sensibility. The 
patient considered himself well 
enough to leave his bed even on 
the day of the operation. 

The tumor was reduced two- 
thirds on the thirtieth day of the 
operation, and is since quite cured. 


Fatal Case of Ligature to Polypus 
Uteri. 


By M. Marsouin, of the Hospital 


Beaujon, 


A ligature was applied to poly- 
pus uteri, which for sixteen 
months previously had occasioned 
pains in the womb, extending to 
the loins, and accompanied by 
constant menstrual discharge. On 
the fifth day, acute pains super- 
vened in the belly, especially in 
the left iliac region ; the patient 
vomited, and had fever. The li- 
gature was loosened, but in four 
days she died. 

Instead of bleeding copiously, 
he only sanguineous evacuation 
produced was by forty leeches 
applied to the belly. 

On dissection, pus was found in 
the vessels of the uterus, whose 
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tissue was red. Five or six 
ounces of pus were contained in 
the peritoneal sac of the pelvis. 
The peritoneal covering of the 
uterus was inflamed and purulent. 

Other fatal cases from ligature 
are recorded by M. Hervey. M. 
Dupuytren uses the knife or scis- 
sors in preference. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JAN. 27, 1829. 


WE readily comply with the request 

of our aged correspondent, and print 

his letter. As he seems so much 

annoyed by changes, we print it ver- 

batim et literatim, as it came to us, 

Who our respected friend is,—where 

he lives,—or when he wrote his let- 

ter, we do not pretend to guess, He/ 

has gained one great advantage in 
experiencing and noticing changes ; 

for he has acquired the faculty of 
foretelling such as are about to take 
place,—nay, he so far forgets actual, 

present things, that he speaks of 

what is to be, as if it were already 

come to pass. Witness his date, 
December 1, and what he says of 

the new President and the new 

Mayor. But let this pass. ‘There is. 

some truth in the letter, and the — | 
writer seems to have felt what he 

wrote. If, however, he live long 

enough, keep a good look out, and 

borrow Good’s Nosology for a day 

or two of some travelling “ young 

doctor,” we hesitate not to say, he 

will soon “ pluck out the heart of 

our mystery,” and be as familiar a 
with our “ new names,” as with 
those of Vogel, or Sauvages.—Ep. 


Dear Mr. Editors . I live a great 


distance from the City of Boston, 
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and am an old practitioner of phy- 
sic. I take your weekly paper, and 
the whole of it I understand, I like 
much, But you change the names 
of diseases so much that I can hard- 
ly get along at all with them, I like 
the monthly report of Diseases in 
the dispensary very much, the plan 
of it. But it is more than I can do 
to understand it. The names are 
all new, and for all the knowledge 1 
get of ’em the diseases might just as 
well be new too, just as well. Some 
of my neighbours talk in the same 
way, young Doctors too, and young 
doctor Wickam said afew days ago 
that he meant to match your young 
men by sending a list of our town 
disorders in the old names, and that 
this would be a puzzler to the city 
brethren. But you have changed 
the name of your paper, and so I 
suppose it is all right to make new 
names for the disorders in it, This 
minds me of something. Before you 
took it, the old gentleman who print- 
ed it, used to put in the end a dic- 
tionary of all the hard words, and 
their meanings. I used to laugh a 
little at some of these meanings, for 
they were not meant for doctors, but 
for common readers, and I always 
thought them, the meanings, just as 
hard as the words themselves, Now 
Mr Editors will you do something of 
the same kind, bat in a different 
way, give us the old names against 
the new, and then we up here may 
chance to know as much as our 
neighbours about them, which I 
verily believe we now do, that is, 
with due respect, nothing at all, 
We had somebody along, not long 
ago, who told us some of the mean- 
ings of the new names, You cant 
guess how we laughed when he told 
us that bronklemitis meant nothing 
under the sun but our own old fash- 
ioned squinsy. I almost got it with 
laughing, for I have long been trou- 
bled with asma. I mind just as 
well when they changed the names 
of medicines the first time I was 
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plagued in the same way, I never 
did much in the drug way before, 
but this change of names fixed me ; 
and I soon had a small shop in doors, 
To tell you the truth Mister Edit- 
ors, I found it easier to get and sell 
the medicine, than it was either to 
get the new names, or to keep them. 
But I hadnt ought to complain, for 
the whole country has changed in my 
time; I mind the revolution; and 
now there is a new President over 
all, and a new Mayer over you. I 
write but sildom, and meant to have 
filled my time and paper witha case, 
It was the case of a Miss Abby Wil- 
ty of this Shire aged seventy nine. 
Miss Abby died, and a young doctor 
opened her, I cannot precisely tell 
what he found in her, for I never saw 
the inside of a corpse before, and he 
promised to send you an account of 
the extraordinary matters discovered. 
If I du not soon see it in your week- 
ly, I shall jog his elbow about it. 
A constant reader will be obliged by 
this being printed. 
— — — shire. 
December first. 


<i> 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 


TON, 
Ending Jan. 15, at noon. 
Jan. 10. Enoch Haskell, jr. 81-2m. 

11. Margaret Harken, 5 
Elijah Whitney, 58 yrs. 
Dinah Boardway, 58 

12. Mary Moresey, 28 
Lyman G. Smith, 6 mo. 

13. Mary E. Eayrs, 
Asa Pettengill, 2 yrs. 
Thomas Faithfull, 28 
Catharine Barnard, 35 
Edward Peirce, 12 

14. Elizabeth Ann Low, 2 
Joseph Orson, 34 
Eliza Gale, 32 
Miranda Hastat, 3 mo. 
Maria Barnes, 10 d. 

15. Mary A. Roberts, 17 mo. 

John A. Bacon, 45 yrs. 


Consumption, 4—childbed, l—canker, 
dysentery, 1—inflammation on the lungs, 1— 
infantile, I—lung fever, 2—sudden, 1—teeth- 
ing, 1—typhous fever, 1—throat distemper, 1 
—unknown, 3. Males, 8—females, 11. Still- 
born, 1. 


Total, 20. 
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MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE 
AT BOWDOIN COLLEGE, 


HE Annual Course of Lectures at 

the Medical School of Maine, will 
commence at Brunswick on Tuesday, 
February 24, 1829, and will continue 
three months. 


Theory and Practice of Physic, by Jonn 
DELAMATTER, M.D., Prof. of Surgery 
Western Col. Phys. and Surg. N. York. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, PARKER 
CLEAVELAND, M.D. 

Anatomy and Surgery, Joan D. WELLS, 
M.D. 

Obstretrics, JamEs McKEAN, M.D. 


Degrees are conferred, after the usual 
examination, at the close of the Lectures, 
and at the annual commencement in 
September. 

The Library and Cabinet have receiv- 
ed considerable additions, and the Lec- 
ture-Rooms have been enlarged, since 
the last course of Lectures. 4t. 

Brunswick, Jan. 1, 1829. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14, 

6mo. 


MANUEL FOR THE USE OF 
THE STETHOSCOPE, 
UST published by Benjamin Perkins, 
& Co..—MANUEL FOR THE USE 
OF THE STETHOSCOPE, being a short 
Treatise on investigating Diseases of the 
Chest. From the French of M. Collin, 
with an Introduction and Plates. Bya 
Fellow of the Mass. Med. Soc. 
The Stethoscope may also be obtained 
as above in the most approved form. 
ep3w Jan. 20. 


NATHAN JARVIS, 
Druggist and Apothecary, 


E | AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188, Washington Street (lately 
kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White.) 


o~” Ff 
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His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 
plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 
ers are assured that their orders, prescrip. 
tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 


The old friends of this establishment 
are requested to continue their patronage. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


HARLES WHITE, No. 269 Wash- 

ington St., Corner of Winter St., has 

received a supply of GERMAN and 
PORTUGUESE LEECHES, 


PRIZE DISSERTATION 
On the Effects of Spirituous Liquors. 


T the Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society in 1827, 

the following resolution was adopted :— 
** Resolved, That this Society will use 
the skill of its members in ascertaining 
the best mode of preventing and curing 
the habit of intemperance, and that for 
this purpose a premium of FIFTY DOLLARS 
shall be offered for the best Dissertation 
on the subject; which after being approv- 
ed by the Counsellors shall be read at 
the next annual meeting of the Society, 
and afterwards printed ; and that the au- 
thors be requested to point out the cir- 
cumstances in which the abandonment of 
the habitual use of stimulating drinks is 
dangerous ; and also to investigate the ef- 
fect of the use of wine and ardent spirits 
on the different organs and textures of the 

human body.” 


In consequence of this resolution two 
dissertations were presented ; but not be- 
ing sent within the time specified, they 
could not be examined, 


At the Annual Meeting of the Society 
in 1828, it was voted to renew the offer 
of the premium on the same conditions, 
and the undersigned were chosen to re- 
ceive and examine the dissertations. 


The dissertations presented for the pre- 
miums may be left at the office of Mr. 
John Cotton, Bookseller, Boston, or sent 
to the Chairman of the Committee ; on or 
before the 15th day of April, 1829. 

JOHN C. WARREN, 


ZABDIEL B. ADAMS, § Committee. 
JOHN WARE, 
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